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Foreword by Carwyn Jones, First Minister of Wales

Fore word by Car wyn Jones, First
Min is ter of Wales
2011 was a very ex cit ing year for the de volved na tions of the UK. It
was a par tic u larly good year for Wales as the pub lic voted yes in the
ref er en dum on ex tend ing the powers of the Na tional As sembly.

1

As has fre quently been said, De vol u tion is a pro cess not an event, and
this is cer tainly true in the Welsh con text. We have come a long way
since 1997 when just 50.3% of the people of Wales voted in fa vour of
de vol u tion. As a res ult of the 2011 ref er en dum, the Na tional As sembly,
ori gin ally es tab lished with lim ited powers to make sub or din ate le gis‐ 
la tion, now is able to make primary le gis la tion for Wales in twenty
broadly- defined areas of do mestic policy. A Welsh Gov ern ment, ac‐ 
count able to the As sembly and re spons ible for a budget ap proach ing
£15bn per annum, makes de cisions af fect ing the day to day lives of
Welsh people. I am ex tremely proud to have been a part of this pro ‐
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cess, and am even more proud to be in volved in carving out the new
con sti tu tional path that is emer ging in Wales and through out the
United King dom.

The first dec ade of de vol u tion was a learn ing curve for us all. It was a
time when we de veloped dis tinct ive policies, tail or ing our com mit‐ 
ments and achieve ments to the needs of the people we served. Each
and every part of the United King dom has learnt valu able les sons
over the past ten years which have helped de velop the gov ernance of
the na tions. We can all proudly look back on our achieve ments and
use them to help us look for ward.

3

The fu ture of de vol u tion, and in deed of the United King dom, is far
from cer tain. The ref er en dum on Scot tish in de pend ence will not only
have im mense con sequences for the fu ture of Scot land, it will have a
pro found ef fect on the fu ture of de vol u tion in Wales and its place
within the Union. That is why I am pleased to sup port the re view of
de vol u tion in Wales cur rently being un der taken by the Silk Com mis‐ 
sion. I hope that the Com mis sion will re com mend the changes ne ces‐ 
sary for de vol u tion in Wales to de velop fur ther. I also hope that the
Com mis sion re in forces the work of the Holtham Com mis sion on fin‐ 
an cial re form and helps us put the fund ing ar range ments for the de‐ 
volved in sti tu tions in Wales on a fairer foot ing.

4

I am call ing for all these con sti tu tional is sues to be dis cussed as part
of a na tional con sti tu tional con ven tion. I there fore wel come this pub‐ 
lic a tion and the op por tun ity it provides to dis cuss the res ults of the
ref er en dum in Wales and the elec tions in Scot land and North ern Ire‐ 
land. We are about to enter an ex tremely chal len ging period in the
United King dom’s con sti tu tional his tory; the de cision we make in the
next few years will have re per cus sions for dec ades to come. The
more we think about and dis cuss these is sues, the more likely it is
that we can cre ate a new con sti tu tional path that will meet the needs
of an ever chan ging Union.
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