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In ter est in and consump tion of wine have grown ex po nen tial ly in
recent years and there has been a cor res pon ding in crease in consu‐ 
mers' know ledge of wine, which in turn has ge ne ra ted dis cus sions
about the mea ning and value of wine in our lives and how re now ned
wine cri tics in fluence our sub jec tive as sess ment of qua li ty and shape
pu blic tastes.

1

Wine first played a part in Wes tern phi lo so phy at the sym po sium of
the early Greek phi lo so phers where it en li ve ned and en cou ra ged dis‐ 
cus sion. Du ring the En ligh ten ment David Hume re com men ded drin‐ 
king wine with friends as a cure for phi lo so phi cal me lan cho ly, while
Im ma nuel Kant thought wine sof te ned the har sher sides of men's
cha rac ters and made their com pa ny more convi vial.

2

In Ques tions of Taste, the first book in any lan guage on the sub ject,
phi lo so phers such as Roger Scru ton and wine pro fes sio nals like An‐ 
drew Jef ford, au thor of the award- winning book The New France,
turn their at ten tion to wine as an ob ject of per cep tion, as sess ment
and ap pre cia tion. They and their fel low contri bu tors exa mine the re‐ 
la tion ship bet ween a wi ne's qua li ties and our know ledge of them; the
links bet ween the scien ti fi cal ly des cri bable pro per ties of wine and
the conscious ex pe rience of the wine tas ter; what we base our jud ge‐ 
ments of qua li ty on and whe ther they are sub jec tive or ob jec tive; the
dis tinc tion bet ween the cog ni tive and sen so ry as pects of taste; whe‐
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ther wine ap pre cia tion is an aes the tic ex pe rience; the role lan guage
plays in des cri bing and eva lua ting wines; the si gni fi cance of their in‐ 
toxi ca ting ef fect on us; the mea ning and value of drin king wine with
others; whe ther di sa gree ment leads to re la ti vism about jud ge ments
of taste; and whe ther we can real ly share the plea sures of drin king.

Ques tions of Taste will be of in ter est to all those fas ci na ted by the
pro duc tion and consump tion of wine and how it af fects our minds in
ways we might not hi ther to have sus pec ted.
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