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Introduction

In tro duc tion
The pa pers Res ist ing Sys tem: Bri tain, Buffon, and the Avoid ance of
Lin naeus, The Col lab or a tion ‘manqué:’ Pet rus Camper’s Son at Mont‐ 
bard, 1785-1787, and Fire and Life: The Chem ical Thought of Buffon
were presen ted at the con fer ence held at the Uni ver sity of Bur gundy
in Septem ber 2007 in cel eb ra tion of the ter cen ten ary of Buffon’s
birth. The con fer ence was con cerned with Buffon’s cul tural and in tel‐ 
lec tual leg acy: the sur vival and evol u tion of his sci entific ideas and
how these have been chal lenged by later re search; the in flu ence of
the il lus tra tions and icon o graphy of the His toire naturelle on artists
both con tem por ary and mod ern; as well as the tra ject ory of the nat‐ 
ur al ist’s repu ta tion over the last 200 years. Buffon spe cial ists from all
over the world gathered in Dijon and Mont bard to cel eb rate the nat‐ 
ur al ist and dis cuss his leg acy, al most all read ing their pa pers in
French. Three con tri bu tions how ever were presen ted in Eng lish.
These were sub sequently trans lated into French for in clu sion in
L’Héritage de Buffon (Edi tions Uni versitaires de Dijon, 2009). It was
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de cided to make the ori ginal Eng lish texts avail able by pub lish ing
them in the on line re view Textes&Con textes – an ap pro pri ate choice
as all three focus on the in ter play between Buffon’s writ ing and its
his tor ical con text. In Fire and Life: The Chem ical Thought of Buffon,
Vi ol eta Aréchiga stud ies the sources Buffon drew on in his the or et ical
chem istry. The art icle The Col lab or a tion ‘manqué:’ Pet rus Camper’s
Son at Mont bard, 1785-1787 by Miriam Meijer de tails his col lab or a tion
– or lack of it – with the Dutch nat ur al ist Camper, while in Res ist ing
Sys tem: Bri tain, Buffon, and the Avoid ance of Lin naeus, Dr Har riet
Ritvo looks at the part played by Buffon’s ideas in the battles over
names and clas si fic a tion that raged in nineteenth- century Bri tain.
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